
Blowing Rock Appearance Advisory Commission 

Agenda 

April 6, 2021 

Town Council Chambers 9:00 a.m. 

 

Mission Statement: The mission of the Blowing Rock Appearance Advisory Commission is to promote and enhance the 
natural beauty of the mountain landscape by providing input and advice to the Blowing Rock Staff and Town Council to help 
preserve and protect publicly maintained spaces. 
 
 

 

• Approve March 10, 2021 Minutes –  

 

 

• Budget Update/Annual Fundraising Collection/Hanging Basket Collection –  

 

 

• Public Art Request 2021-2 (BRAHM) –  

 

 

• Arbor Day April 30, 2021 Planning –    

 

 

• Tree Report from NC Forestry Service –  

 

 

• South Main Street & Valley Boulevard Landscaping Update –  

 

 

• Fountain in Mayview Lake –  

 

 

• Other Business –  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Blowing Rock Appearance Advisory Commission 

Minutes  

March 10, 2021 

 

Members Present: Melissa Pickett, Curt Andrews, Bo Henderson, Carol Knapp, & Chris Wetmore 

Staff Present: Jennifer Brown, Cory Cathcart, & Shane Fox 

Begin: 1:00 p.m. 

End: 3:00 p.m. 

February Minutes Approval – Mr. Henderson made a motion to approve the June minutes.  Mr. 
Andrews seconded, and the vote was unanimous to approve. 

Chair & Vice Chair – Mr. Andrews made a motion to nominate Mrs. Pickett as the Chair of BRAAC and 
Chris Wetmore as the Vice-Chair.  Mr. Henderson seconded, and it was unanimous vote to approve. 

Budget Update – Mrs. Brown reported that revenue collected to date is $39,476, which is $2,356 more 
than projected for the year.  She also stated that money continues to be collected for hanging basket 
and planter donations through July.  She explained that only $5,978.59 has been spent of the $37,120 
budget; however, the flowers for the hanging baskets, planters, and flower beds still need to be 
purchased. 

Mrs. Brown reported that the 2021-2022 budget process had begun, and she reviewed each line item 
for BRAAC.  She stated that she was requesting $11,000 more for Flowers/Landscaping line item due to 
purchasing new hanging baskets on Sunset and coco liners for the other hanging baskets.  She also 
added $750 for Arbor Day celebration each year.  After further discussion, everyone agreed with the 
budget request. 

Tree City USA Update – Mrs. Brown updated the Commission and stated that she had received a plaque, 
which was presented to Town Council by Mrs. Pickett at the Town Council meeting, as well as a flag and 
two street signs.  It was suggested that the flag be used during the Arbor Day celebration and Mrs. 
Brown states that the signs would be hung at the North and South entrances into downtown Blowing 
Rock. 

Mrs. Pickett explained that eleven years ago a child raised money to plant a tree in Memorial Park by 
having a lemonade stand and selling lemonade. When the new playground was installed, the tree had to 
be removed.  Mrs. Brown suggested that the tree that is planted for Arbor Day replace the tree that the 
little girl donated and invite her and her family to the Arbor Day celebration.  Everyone was in 
agreement and recommended contacting Blowing Rock School to see if any of their classes would want 
to participate in the celebration as well.  Mrs. Brown stated that she would reach out to the school and 
invite them.   

Signage for New River on Bridge at Sunset Drive – Mrs. Pickett stated that the person who donated the 
sign for the New River on Sunset wants a description of the new River and its history to go with the sign. 
Mr. Fox stated that Wendy Patopersky with the Middle Fork Greenway was willing to help with the 
design of the sign.  After further discussion Mrs. Pickett agreed to reach out to Mrs. Patopersky and 
work on the design and wordage.   



 

Fountain in Mayview Lake – Mrs. Brown explained that she was approached by a citizen to look at 
replacing the fountain in Mayview Lake.  She showed examples and the different displays to get an idea 
of what everyone liked to request quotes.  She will bring back pricing on different fountains once she 
receives them. 

Parks & Recreation Trust Fund Grant Presentation – Mr. Fox presented a project for Memorial Park that 
the Town would like to apply for a Parks & Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) Grant in May.  He explained 
that the PARTF grant is a dollar-for-dollar matching grant and that the Town currently had 
approximately $432,000 in bond money for Memorial Park improvements and they are requesting 
$500,000 for PARTF.  The project that he reviewed has an estimated cost of $1,285,000 and if we 
received the grant it would leave approximately $350,000 to be paid form other resources such as, TDA 
and the ABC board.   

The improvements to Memorial Park include: 

• ADA accessibility form Wallingford to Memorial Park 
• Renovations to the public restrooms  
• Build new public restrooms adjacent to the current restrooms 
• Renovation to the tennis courts and add pickleball courts 
• New picnic area 
• New climbing rocks for the playground 
• New shuffleboard and corn hole boards 
• Relocate and improve volleyball court 
• Add ADA walkway from current walkway at lower basketball court to Main Street 

Mr. Wetmore asked about the needs of shuffleboard, tennis, and pickleball and asked if the outdoor 
park lights would remain.  Mr. Fox said yes, they would stay but are hopeful that they can be upgraded 
in this project through BREMCO. Mrs. Knapp asked how many tennis and pickleball courts are being 
proposed and Mr. Fox stated that there are discussions taking place on what the right number for each 
should be, whether it is two tennis courts with lines for pickleball on them as well, or one tennis court 
with the other court lined for both tennis and pickleball, or a separate tennis court and pickleball courts.  

Mr. Andrews asked why the Parks Strategy Committee chose this project over other proposed projects 
from other organizations.  Mr. Fox stated that the committee evaluated and determined the needs of 
our parks and our Town and the Memorial Park project was determined to be the highest priority of all 
proposed projects and would score highest for the PARTF grant application.   

The commission supported the project and will submit a letter stating that fact for the PARTF 
application.   

Other Business – Mr. Wetmore asked Mr. Fox if the town could fix a sign on 321 bypass that is being 
held up by a support post and if the Town signs posts in downtown could be painted.  Mr. Fox said he 
would address those two issues. 

Mr. Fox updated the commission and stated that the construction of the sidewalk to Bass Lake has 
finally begun.  Country Boy Landscaping began on Monday beginning at Speckled Trout and will work 
their way up 221 to Bass Lake.  
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To whom it may concern: 
 
It was a pleasure getting the opportunity to walk around your property. The purpose of the exam was to 
advise on the overall health of the trees within the town park. This Urban Plan will help you to effectively 
manage your trees around your property for safety, health and aesthetics. You may refer to the enclosed 
map and pictures to locate the area of discussion and trees in question. 
 
Summary of Recommendations: 
 

1. Trees 1 and 2-remove and replace with suitable species (example list below) Contact Certified 
Arborist (link below) to have a tree risk assessment performed. 

2. Tree 3-remove and replace with suitable replacement. 
3. Trees 4 and 5-monitor for signs of decline, contact certified arborist to perform pruning as needed.  
4. Tree 6- monitor the same as trees 4 and 5. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncforest/


 
Site: 
 
This is a recreational site in the center of town including a playground, tennis courts, horseshoe pits, 
gazebo, lawn space etc. Trees present include red maple, crape myrtle, and willows. The terrain varied 
from flat to gentle slopes. As we walked around, we discussed multiple trees that appear to be in poor 
condition with visible wounds and rot near the base and up into the canopy. Several of the trees have been 
previously topped and have hanging deadwood in the canopy. 
 
My inspection of the trees is only a visual inspection from the ground and is not an in-depth inspection of 
the entire tree. A Certified Arborist with a Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) will be better able 
to inspect other areas of the tree such as: base and soil, roots, upper branches and crown as well as rot and 
decay in cavities to determine if the tree is potentially hazardous.  
 
Recommendations: (see attached map for tree number location) 
 

1. Trees 1 and 2 I recommend removing due to current condition and location within the park. Due to 
visible decay and rot along with hanging deadwood from previous topping, maintenance of these 
trees will be high. Create holes in rock rings surrounding the trees to facilitate drainage when 
heavy rain occurs. 

2. Tree 3 I recommend removing. Due to the extensive amount of decay at ground level from 
previous loss of limbs, its size and proximity to the sidewalk, maintenance of this tree will be 
high. 

3. Trees 4, 5 and 6 I recommend monitoring for any signs of decline. Establishing a mulch ring (see 
attached guide) around them will aid in reducing compaction from foot traffic and lawn 
maintenance equipment. As the mulch breaks down it will add nutrients back into the soil aiding 
in fertilization. 

4. Contact a Certified Arborist with a TRAQ qualification to assess the health of the previously 
topped trees that appear to be in poor health or in decline to assess potential risk.  

 
If you decide to remove any trees, I have attached a list of potential replacements that, when mature, are 
smaller, easier to maintain and have year-round attractive features for the park setting. I have also given 
the link where you can search for other replacement trees that may meet your needs better. 

 
 

Tree 1 Tree 2 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tree 3 

Trees 4 and 5 



 
Replacement Tree website: https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/ 
 
Certified Arborist: https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist 
 
Mulching: 

• See attached proper mulching techniques guide 
• Mulching is aesthetically pleasing  
• It can improve soil fertility 
• It also helps control weeds 

Pruning: 
• Prune early and prune only a little each year. Never remove more than 25% of a tree’s leaf area in 

a year 
• You should never make a pruning cut to limbs of 4 inches in diameter 
• Do not make heading cuts or topping cuts. Instead of topping trees simply pick trees that when 

mature reach desired size specifications (see attached for topping). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree 6 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/find_a_plant/
https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist


 
Tree Replacement List 
 

Latin Name Common 
Name 

Mature 
Height 
(feet) 

Mature Crown 
Spread (feet) 

Outstanding 
Features 

Known 
Diseases and 

Pests 

Attracts 
Wildlife  

Carpinus 
caroliniana Ironwood 20-35 20-25 Showy Bark 

Fall Color 

Occasional 
Leaf spots, 

cankers, and 
twig blight  

Yes 

Amelanchier 
laevis 

Allehgheny 
Serviceberry 15-25 15-25 Showy Spring 

Flowers N/A yes 

 Cercis 
canadensis 

Eastern 
redbud 20-30 25-35 

Spring 
Flowers Fall 

Color 

Occasional 
Leaf hoppers, 
Scales, Leaf 

spots, 
Powdery 
Mildew 

Yes 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for contacting the N.C. Forest Service. It is always a pleasure working with landowners that 
express a genuine concern over the management of their resources. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to call my office at 828-265-5375.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew Harsey                                                            
Watauga County Ranger 

ISA Certified Arborist SO-10585A 

CC: Nathan Gatlin-D2 Assistant District Forester 

Enclosures:  
Why hire an Arborist 
Pruning young trees 
Pruning mature trees 
Proper mulching techniques 
New tree planting 
Tree Risk 
Proper tree selection 
Mature tree care 
Why topping hurts 
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