Planning and Zoning Boar d
Minutes
Thursday, July 17 2008

7:00 p.m.
The Blowing Rock Planning and Zoning Board met dwriBday, July 17, 2008 for their regular
scheduled meeting. Chairman West called the meétimgyder at 7:00 p.m. Members present
were Ron Mace, Ada Webster, Greg Grana, Nelda iMiBBee Sweeting, Web Alexander and Jim
Steele. Staff members present were Planning Dird€evin Rothrock, Town Manager Scott
Hildebran, Town Engineer Doug Chapman, Intern Da@iebb and Administrative Assistant

Sherrie Pitts.

Ms. Sweeting motioned to approve minutes from the May 15" meeting. Ms. Miller seconded the
motion.All memberswerein favor of the motion.

|tems of Business

Mr. Alexander requested to be recussdting a conflict of interest with this projecAll
membersvoted in favor of therequest.

CUP 2008-04 Blowing Rock Art and History Museum

Mr. Rothrock gave the staff report to the boardeference to the Blowing Rock Art and History
Museum and the Town of Blowing Rock requesting rad@onal use permit to construct an art
and history museum and parking facility on towngendy. The 23,188 square foot museum
building will be built facing Chestnut Street acsdsom Rumple Memorial Presbyterian Church.
The parking facility will consist of two levels plblic parking. The subject property is zoned O-I,
Office Institutional.

The proposed museum will be 23,188 sq ft in thteges with two levels built from the Chestnut
Street level. The main entrance into the museurnb&ilocated almost directly across from the
fellowship hall entrance at Rumple Church. The bees# level entry will be in the lower level of
the parking facility. The parking facility as cuntéy designed will accommodate 64 parking
spaces. An additional parking space can be provided dumpster area is removed from the
upper level. Access to both levels of the strucwitebe from Chestnut Street. Public restrooms
will be constructed on the upper level of the i

Most of the large trees from the site will be remdwdue to construction. However, staff opinion
is that the 30 " oak near Chestnut Drive and ségenaller trees near Edgewood Cottage parking
could be retained to enhance the proposed lanaggégi the museum and Edgewood Cottage.
Along the rear (south) of the museum an eight-gsmhi-opaque buffer is required. Along the rear
(south) of the parking facility a 16-foot opaqudfbuis required. The plans indicate compliance
with these buffer requirements. An eight-foot yarglanned along Chestnut Street and
Wallingford Street.



Storm water detention will be provided for the adiaial impervious surfaces created with this
development. The storm water will be detained ahebised to a drainage system adequate to
handle the flow.

The proposed museum requires 77 parking spaceropesed parking facility will

accommodate 64 parking spaces. At least four ahditispaces can be provided across from
Edgewood Cottage. One additional space can beded\ny removing the dumpster area from the
upper deck of the parking facility. The providedkmag can be up to 69 spaces. The museum has
an agreement currently under consideration with Rar@hurch for shared use of 12 spaces along
Chestnut Street. The combination of new parkingastared parking agreement would provide
81 parking spaces available for the museum.

The overall height of the building, measured fréna tmain entrance to the main roof ridge, is
approximately 46.5 feet. The maximum allowable heig 50 feet in the O-I zoning district. The
roof directly above the entrance is approximatélyp4eet at the entrance elevation. The highest
ridge of the museum roof will be approximately 8tfabove the roof of the Rumple Church
education building.

With no questions of staff the floor was openeth®applicant.

John Calvin, board member of BRAHM and construcposject manager, discussed the plans and
the town enhancement they hope to achieve. Mr.i€atated that there would be public
restrooms in the parking structure. He advisedtti@t concurred with the staff report. In regard

to the letter from Rumple the request for sharalipg spaces will be addressed by Rumple's
board this month.

Joann Mitchell, director of BRAHM, presented a cangp-generated presentation for visual effect
of the proposed building. Ms. Mitchell explaine@ threas of the building, the architectural
overview, and the planned gardens with some sa@ptu

Chairman West asked how exhibits would be delivekéd Calvin responded that delivery would
be in the lower parking level in the southwest eoriThey don't expect any tractor-trailer
deliveries.

Mr. Grana inquired if data was available in regaréxhaust from parking decks. Mr. Calvin
commented that the building code was specific dgedll parking facilities; however, there is a
percentage formula for open decks. He did not hlawespecific information.

Mr. Grana asked if they had any information on prvg winds in the area. Mr. Calvin advised
that he did not have information on winds.

Ms. Sweeting wanted to know if the dumpster was edowhere it would be relocated. Mr. Calvin
said that the museum probably would not generategmnrefuse to require a dumpster. They
planned to make arrangements to have it pickedutgsitle by the town. If a special event
generated a larger amount of garbage they woulceraalangements to have it removed.

Mr. Steele noted the plan called to use wood asldibg material. Mr. Steele asked if the plans
were prepared in regard to being in the centraldistrict. Mr. Calvin stated that he was very
aware of the fire regulations. He commented thdtdeelearned a quite a bit working with the
Edgewood Cottage project.



Mr. Grana asked what the standard hours of operatould be and what they would be during
and event. Ms. Mitchell stated that the hours tgibyovould be 10 am to 5 pm with one closed
day a week. For special events they could posbiblepen as late as 9 pm.

Chairman West pointed out concrete piping at thehsboundary and asked if it would cause any
conflict with the screening. Mr. Calvin stated thfay were looking at relocating the piping.

Chairman West asked if a ground based transformatdibe required with the underground
power coming into the property. Mr. Calvin commehtieat he did not know if a transformer
would be something required. Chairman West notetlttie air conditioning unit had been
screened on the plan, and if a transformer wasssacgwould the plans provide screening. Mr.
Calvin stated that it would be addressed.

With no other questions or comments for the appticde floor was open to public comment.

Ms. Ann Rhyne, resident of Globe Rd., commentetigha was in favor of the museum but she
was against the parking facility. The roads surding the proposed parking facility are extremely
narrow and already heavily traveled. She is carexabout the traffic, noise, vehicle alarms and
trash that will be generated from the parking faciShe advised she had sent letters to the mayor,
council members and several town staff membersastg they look at alternative parking
solutions. She suggested looking at enlarging Rar@plurch parking to create satellite parking.
This would allow saving park green space for matd®ures and outdoor functions.

Sue Glenn, Board of Trustees member for BRAHM,sth&=d that she had been involved in the
initial purchase of the property. Ms. Glenn advidieat one of the property owners had wanted to
give the land to the Town for a town facility, pig a park. But the owner was aware that it was
to be purchased for a parking structure. The toggayy made it possible to conceal a multi-level
parking structure. A stipulation was that the frpattions of the land remain green space, which
included the area of the Edgewood Cottage. Shaqa how BRAHM had proposed the
museum. Ms. Glenn also stated that the parkindjitiabad been modified substantially from
three levels to two and creating green space arthenderimeter of the property.

Ms. Sweeting asked if any consideration had beeengbetween BRAHM board members and
Rumple to the comments that Ms. Rhyne had preseltedGlenn said that she could not
comment to that.

Ms. Kathy Dacchille, resident Globe Rd., stated #ee was opposed to building a second parking
deck. She believes there are serious environmisstas including water drainage issues, noise,
air pollution and trash that will come with the éé&pment of the property. She commented that
the project would be across the street from sifegteity residential. In reference to Ms. Glenn's
statement, the prior owners requested the MaireSarea remain green space. That did not
happen as there is a building on the property now.

Ms. Ginny Stevens, resident of Dogwood Lane andtieteam of the Edgewood Cottage
committee, commented to Ms. Dacchille's statentgime. advised that Ms. Tiller and Ms. Lane
gave some of the property. The rest was boughEalggwood Cottage was already on the

property.

Mr. Calvin commented that they have not discussgdrking facility at Rumple Church at this
time. They had discussed the 12 parking spacesdeed
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With no other questions or comments the floor wased.

Ms. Sweeting asked if the pole light on the stoeeWallingford was to be down lighting. Mr.
Calvin stated that he was familiar with lightingugs and it would be down lighting and could be
on a switch.

Mr. Steele made a motion to approve the CUP as presented. Mr. Mace seconded the motion.
Ms. Sweeting requested to amend the motion as follows:
1) obtain an agreement with Rumple Church for shared use of at least eight parking spaces
2) all utilities be underground
3) light pole on Wallingford be downward lighting and timed to reduce disturbance to
residents
4) remove dumpster site on deck.
Mr. Seele and Mr. Mace accepted the amendment to the motion. All membersvoted in favor of
the motion.

At 7:50 pm Mr. Alexander returned to the board.

Mr. Rothrock commented on the Land Use Code upatadehad revised material for the
subcommittee. Chairman West requested the materi e-mailed to him.

Chairman West discussed data gathering that wasrntly being done for study on retail
businesses from Green Park Inn, south 321, thr&ngippes on the Parkway, north 321, and the
downtown business district.

Ms. Sweeting said that the subcommittee did haepart with comments they would like shared
with this study committee.

Adjourn

Mr. Grana made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Steele the motion. All memberswerein favor of the
motion.

With no further business the Planning Board adjedrat 8:10 PM

Jim West, Chairman Sherrie Pitts, Administathssistant



