
Town of Blowing Rock 
 

Request for Council Action 
                                 
FROM:  Town Manager 
SUBJECT: Selection of Mayor  Pro-Tempore 
TO: Town Council  
DATE: December 12, 2017 
REQUESTED BY:  NC State Statute  
              
Public Hearing  Yes     No     Will be required   
Properly Advertised     Yes     No     Will be required  
  
BACKGROUND:  
NCGS § 160A-70.  Mayor pro tempore; disability of mayor. 

At the organizational meeting, the council shall elect from among its members a mayor 
pro tempore to serve at the pleasure of the council. A councilman serving as mayor pro 
tempore shall be entitled to vote on all matters and shall be considered a councilman for 
all purposes, including the determination of whether a quorum is present. During the 
absence of the mayor, the council may confer upon the mayor pro tempore any of the 
powers and duties of the mayor. If the mayor should become physically or mentally 
incapable of performing the duties of his office, the council may by unanimous vote 
declare that he is incapacitated and confer any of his powers and duties on the mayor pro 
tempore. Upon the mayor's declaration that he is no longer incapacitated, and with the 
concurrence of a majority of the council, the mayor shall resume the exercise of his 
powers and duties. In the event both the mayor and the mayor pro tempore are absent 
from a meeting, the council may elect from its members a temporary chairman to preside 
in such absence. (1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1247, s. 4.) 
  
Pro tem is short for pro tempore, meaning "temporarily" or "provisionally".  
 
Thus, a Mayor pro tem or Mayor pro tempore is a person serving in the position of 
Mayor for a limited time pending the ordinary mayor's return, or as a provisional 
replacement until a new election or appointment is made.  

STATEMENT OF PLAN CONSISTENCY: 
It is the opinion of staff that the proposed action        IS    IS NOT     consistent with 
NCGS 160A-70.   
 
ATTACHMENTS:     

1. None 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:   
Town Council appoint a Council Member to serve as Mayor Pro-Tempore  
 
COUNCIL ACTION: 


